
BASICS OF 
FAIRHOUSING
The federal Fair Housing Act prohibits discrimination in housing-related 
transactions because of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability or 
familial status. 
 
The Fair Housing Act applies to a wide variety of housing transactions, including The Fair Housing Act applies to a wide variety of housing transactions, including 
rentals, sales, home mortgages, appraisals and homeowners’ insurance. Landlords, 
real estate agents, lenders, insurance companies, and condominium, cooperative 
and homeowners’ associations must not discriminate because of an individual’s 
membership in one of the protected classes. 
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WHAT IS FAIR HOUSING? 

WHAT ARE THE PROTECTED CLASSES? 



SIGNS OF POSSIBLE DISCRIMINATION 

WORDS TO KNOW 

To file a formal fair housing complaint or for housing discrimination inquiries, 
counseling, or referrals, contact: 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity 
Phone: 1-800-669-9777 (Voice) 
Phone: 1-800-877-8339 (TTY Federal Relay Service) 
ComplaintsOffice06@hud.gov 
Bit.ly/FairHousing-Complaint Bit.ly/FairHousing-Complaint 
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